
MOUNTAIN LIFE AT ITS BEST

WHERE WE’RE            TAKING THE KIDS 

Have Skis, 
Will Travel
One woman’s 
Powder Quest in 
her 1989 VW Van

All the 
Sun’s Rays
a short story by 
Alex Woodard

in the ring
How a card game is inspiring community engagement  

Seeking 
small spaces 
while you’re 
living big
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ABOVE: The Jackson Hole Center for the Arts is a centerpiece of the local community. 

{ A R T S  &  C U L T U R E }

words by JENNY GRAHAM

A R T S  &  C U LT U R E

Q&AQ&AQ&A
Jackson Hole is a relative-
ly small community and 
most famously known as a 
tourist and ski destination. 
What role does Center for 
the Arts (The Center) play 
in the Jackson Hole com-
munity?
MARTY: Jackson Hole has an 
incredibly vibrant arts com-
munity, particularly given its 
size and location, with several 
world-renowned arts organiza-
tions based here. The Center 
is fortunate to play a unique 
role in our arts community. 
Our campus provides a home 
for more than 20 independent 
nonprofits, everything from 
small volunteer-run orga-
nizations to major cultural 
institutions. Members of the 
community have the opportu-
nity to participate in all artistic 
disciplines at our facility, 
whether they are just learning 
a new skill or highly trained in 
their craft. The Center Theater 
hosts events of all varieties 
throughout the year, from 
spoken word and film events 
to national-level performers of 
the highest caliber. There re-
ally is something for everyone 
here at The Center.

The Center has a unique 
model. Can you give us a 
little history on The Center 
and how it was started?
MARTY: In the late 1990s, 
many of the arts organiza-
tions in our community were 
working out of church base-
ments or temporary spaces, 
and lacked the infrastructure 
to really serve the community 
in the way they wanted to. A 
group of founding visionaries 
came together and launched 
a capital campaign to build a 
dedicated arts campus in our 
community that would provide 
a permanent and affordable 
home for these organizations. 
That is the main reason we 
have so many independent 
organizations operating under 
a single roof today. The Arts 
& Education Pavilion was 
opened in 2005 and The Cen-
ter Theater opened in 2007.

The pandemic has had a 
huge impact on art venues 
across the globe. How has 
The Center responded to 
the difficulties other ven-
ues are facing?
MARTY: Because of the 
shared nature of our campus, 

with Marty Camino, Executive 
Director of Center for the 
Arts, Jackson Hole, Wyoming
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we have had the opportunity to 
come together as a collective of 
arts organizations to work to-
gether through these challenging 
times. We raised money for shared 
rent relief that helped offset 
operating costs for all of us this 
year. On the programming side, we 
launched a virtual series and have 
presented over 35 events since 
March, many of them free to our 
patrons. Even though our theater 
is closed to the public right now, 
we are determined to continue 
serving our mission and connect-
ing our cultural community.

You moved to a virtual plat-
form. How has the response 
been and what kind of pro-
gramming are you doing?
MARTY: We’ve all been bom-
barded with weighty news over 
the last several months, so we 
knew our role was to provide 
content that was light, engaging, 
and enjoyable. At the same time, 
we want to reach our patrons in 
a way that is inspiring, invigorat-

ing, and arouses their curiosity. 
People have really responded 
positively to our virtual offerings. 
It has given us a platform to 
feature local and regional artists, 
but also to present programs that 
are relevant to these times, such 
as a discussion on well-being and 
compassion. 

Other than the pandemic, 
what do you see as the big-
gest challenges facing arts 
organizations today? 
MARTY: At this point, the pan-
demic will continue to impact arts 
organizations for the foresee-
able future. We are seeing major 
cultural institutions across the 
nation cancel their seasons well 
into the 2021 calendar year, or 
even worse, close their doors for 
good. As a nonprofit, we depend 
on the generosity of our support-
ers and that has never been more 
important than today. Organiza-
tions like ours need support now 
to continue on through these 
difficult times, but will continue 

ABOVE (top to bottom): The beautiful indoor 
space creates a welcoming gathering place 
for all members of the community. Center 
for the Arts, Jackson Hole’s Executive Direc-
tor, Marty Camino.
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needing that support as we get 
back on our feet and return to 
the critical role we play in provid-
ing cultural vibrancy to our soci-
ety. I ask people what they want 
their communities to look like 
after this pandemic and if The 
Center, or similar arts institutions, 
are a part of that, then we need 
your support now.2820 RUNGIUS ROAD  |  JACKSON HOLE, WYOMING  |  WILDLIFEART.ORG  |  307.733.5771

A distinguished art 
                                      museum with 

The National Museum of Wildlife Art 
is More Than Art.

masterwork galleries.

An outdoor sculpture trail.

An unforgettable experience.
  A boundless view.  A world-class restaurant.  A picturesque event venue.  A boutique museum shop.
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ABOVE: From live music to istallations and 
gallery shows, The Center depends on the 
support of community members to keep 
the arts thriving in Jackson Hole

Hopefully we will be able to 
return to normal life some-
time next year. Ideally, where 
would you like to see The 
Center in December, 2021?
MARTY: I am eager for the day 
when our campus is bustling 
with activity once again. In a rural 
resort community, I want The 
Center to be a place that has 
something to offer every indi-
vidual we come in contact with. 
For those who desire the cultural 
offerings of a big city, there will 
be a world-class program for you 
in our relatively intimate theater. If 
you want free or low-cost events 
for you and your family, there is a 
place here for that too. If you are 
picking up a musical instrument 
for the first time, taking a dance 
class, or you want to get back to 
participating in the creative outlet 
that shaped your younger years, 
I look forward to a time when all 
of that is once again available to 
you here at The Center. BL

What do you see as the big-
gest opportunities for arts or-
ganizations moving forward? 
MARTY: Virtual programming 
has provided a new way for us to 
reach audience members beyond 
the typical geographical bound-
aries or capacity limitations of 
in-person performances. We are 
learning so much right now, and 
I expect there will be aspects of 
this that inform how we deliver 
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on our mission well into the fu-
ture. Arts organizations are also 
learning about the importance of 
collaboration, and how working 
together can provide a path to 
shared success for the arts. I am 
hopeful that arts organizations, 
both locally and nationally, are 
taking a renewed interest in how 
working more closely together 
can benefit the entire cultural 
sector as a whole.

THE CENTER
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